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passed through them. Nor can I face Andrews when he returns
from East Africa if we have done no reparation to the Indian
Christians whom we are bound to protect as our own brothers and
sisters. We may not think of what they or the Parsis in self-defence
or by way of reprisals have done to some of us.
You can see quite clearly that I must do the utmost repara-
tion to this handful of men and women who have been the victims
of forces that have come into being largely through my instru-
mentality. I invite every Hindu and Mussulman to do likewise.
But I do not want anyone to fast. Fasting is only good when it
comes in answer to prayer and as a felt yearning of the soul. I
invite every Hindu and Mussulman to retire to his home, ask God
for forgiveness and to befriend the injured communities from the
bottom of his heart.
I invite my fellow-workers not to waste a single word of
sympathy for me. I need or deserve none. But I invite them to
make ceaseless effort to regain control over the turbulent elements*
This is a terribly true struggle. There is no room for sham or
humbug in it. Before we can make any further progress with our
struggle we must cleanse our hearts.
One special word to my Mussulman brothers. I have ap-
proached the Khilafat as a sacred cause. I have striven for Hindu-
Muslim unity because India cannot live free without it and because
we would both deny God if we considered one another as natural
enemies. I have thrown myself into the arms of the Ali Brothers
because I believe them to be true and godfearing men. The
Mussulmans have to my knowledge played the leading part
during the two days of carnage. It has deeply hurt me. I ask
every Mussulman worker to rise to his full height, to realize his
duty to his faith and see that the carnage stops.
May God bless everyone of us with wisdom and courage to
do the right at any cost.
/ am,
Tour servant,
M. K. GANDHI
Toung India, 24-11-1921